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of sending an emissary of their own, M. Franklin Bouillon, on a secret
mission to Angora where he concluded a Treaty with Kemal Pasha
which made large concessions to the Turks and even handed over
to them places on the Mesopotamian border which had been con-
quered by British arms. Remonstrances from London held this
Treaty in abeyance for the time being, but Kemal had been made
aware that he could proceed with his operations without any serious
risk of French opposition.
Since the Italians followed the French lead, the British Government
found itself dangerously isolated in its policy of supporting the Greeks.
But even this Government was far from being united. Mr. Winston
Churchill and Lord Curzon's biographer have between them left a
vivid account of the struggles between various Ministers and Depart-
ments which were fought out during the next few months while
Greeks and Turks stood glaring at each other in Asia Minor. Curzon
himself warned and remonstrated and showed uncommon skill and
resource in averting a complete rupture between Poincare, the French
Prime Minister, who was for doing nothing, and Lloyd George, who
was for going all lengths in support of the Greeks. The attitude of
the Government of India, which predicted the most serious con-
sequences among Indian Moslems from any whole-hearted anti-
Turkish policy, cut across the contentions in Downing Street and was
equally embarrassing to Curzon, who was seeking a compromise,
and to Lloyd George, who was undisguisedly pro-Greek. Both were
equally angry when Edwin Montagu, the Secretary for India, gave
the Viceroy permission to publish a memorandum expressing the
emphatically pro-Turkish views of the Government of India. Kemal
already knew that the French were sympathetic, and he was now made
aware that the British Government was deeply divided. Except that,
as Montagu claimed, " Cabinet responsibility had become a joke,"
there was no possible defence for the publication of this memorandum
without the consent of the Cabinet, and Montagu's resignation
became inevitable. His friends, nevertheless, claimed for him that
by this audacious stroke he had averted the very serious peril of a
Moslem rising in India.
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